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Int ro duct io n

On Augus t 15, 1945, Wo rld War II came to  an end with Japan's  unco nditio nal surrender. General Do uglas  MacArthur, Supreme
Co mmander fo r the Allied Po wers  (SCAP), flew fro m the Philippines  to  Japan with a miss io n to  o ccupy and demilitarize the defeated
natio n. The place and manner o f MacArthur’s  arrival seemed to  s ignal the victo r’s  abso lute co nfidence and unques tio ned autho rity
o ver its  vanquished enemy. MacArthur – the embo diment o f U.S. military po wer and a co nsummate acto r well kno wn fo r his  grand
perfo rmance – landed at the Atsugi Airfield, previo us ly a training field fo r Japanese kamikaze fighters , with a handful o f Allied
tro o ps . MacArthur himself was  armed o nly with a co rnco b pipe. Despite his  s taff’s  co ncern abo ut po ss ible attacks  by enemy so ldiers
no t yet disarmed, MacArthur’s  triumphant landing was  fo llo wed by a smo o th pro cess io n to  the New Grand Ho tel in Yo ko hama and
later an entry into  To kyo  where he es tablished the General Headquarters  (GHQ) o f SCAP in the Dai-ichi Seimei Insurance Building. A
new chapter o f po s twar U.S.-Japan relatio ns  thus  o pened with richly gendered and racialized symbo lism: the United State’s
impo s itio n o f white masculine military autho rity o ver Japan, no w a defeated and subjugated natio n in the Far Eas t.

Fo llo wing the fero cio us  belligerence between the enemies  in Wo rld War II, many
Japanese feared that the o bjective o f the o ccupatio n was  to  punish Japan. Yet,
MacArthur declared U.S. intentio ns  benign and no ble: to  "reo rient" and "rehabilitate"
Japan into  a mo dern, demo cratic, and enlightened natio n. Perceiving the Japanese
as  an "alien race o f spiritual gro wth s tunted by lo ng tenure under the phys ical,
mental and cultural s trictures  o f feudal precepts ," he was  supremely co nfident o f
his  ability to  transplant American ideals  to  Japan and to  civilize its  subjects . He had
what he co ns idered evidence to  suppo rt his  co nvictio n: a half century o f U.S.
go vernance in the Philippines  had demo ns trated America's  capacity to  "civilize" an
alien and inferio r race and lay the fo undatio ns  fo r "demo cracy" abro ad. Jus t as  the
U.S. po licy o f "benign ass imilatio n" in the Philippines  had uplifted its  subjects  fro m
a s tate o f igno rance and savagery, so  wo uld the U.S. o ccupatio n give the Japanese

an unprecedented o ppo rtunity fo r civilizatio n and enlightenment.1

It was  within this  co ntext o f the American pro ject to  civilize and demo cratize a
racially inferio r o ther that Japanese wo men as  gendered subjects  emerged as
centrally impo rtant figures . Seen by the o ccupatio n autho rities  as  victims  fo r
centuries  o f "Oriental male chauvinism," Japanese wo men embo died feudal
traditio n, backwardness , and lack o f civilizatio n. As  helpless  wo men o f co lo r, they
became ideal candidates  fo r American salvatio n and emancipatio n. The o ccupier's
zeal fo r liberatio n o f Japanese wo men fro m indigeno us  male do minatio n was  all-
co nsuming and multifaceted. MacArthur granted suffrage to  Japanese wo men and
praised their "pro gress " under U.S. tutelage as  setting an example fo r the

wo rld.2 Other male o ccupiers  "emancipated" Japanese wo men by initiating vario us
co ns titutio nal and legal changes  and po licies . Fo llo wing a familiar co lo nial tro pe o f
hetero sexual rescue and ro mance, so me American men expressed their des ire to

save Japanese wo men in mo re perso nal ways: Earnes t Ho berecht, a co rrespo ndent fo r United Press  Internatio nal, advo cated kis s ing

as  a path to  liberatio n’3 Raymo nd Higgins , the military go verno r s tatio ned in Hiro shima, married his  Japanese maid to  "save" her

fro m the aftermath o f the ato mic bo mb and her abus ive husband.4

The po s twar U.S.-Japan enco unter invo lved dynamics  that went beyo nd the co lo nial tro pe o f hetero sexual ro mance, ho wever. No  less
earnes t in their attempt to  emancipate and trans fo rm Japanese wo men were American wo men refo rmers  in the o ccupatio n fo rces .
Beate Siro ta Go rdo n, a twenty-two -year-o ld Euro pean Jewish immigrant to  the US who  had spent early years  in Japan, pushed fo r a
co ns titutio nal guarantee o f gender equality – a guarantee no nexis tent in the United States  – as  “the o nly wo man in the ro o m” where
American male refo rmers  debated the co nto urs  and co ntent o f po s twar Japanese co ns titutio n.

A gro up o f American wo men o ccupiers  led by Ethel Weed wo rked tireless ly to  implement the ideal o f gender equality and trans fo rm
Japanese wo men at the grass ro o ts  level. Us ing skits , ro le playing, pamphlets , amo ng o thers , wo men o ccupiers  such as  Carmen
Jo hnso n and Helen Ho sp Seamans  dis seminated the spirit and practice o f “demo cracy” amo ng Japanese wo men with who m they
o ften fo rmed s tro ng bo nds  that co ntinued well after the o ccupatio n. These American wo men's  pass io n fo r gender refo rm was  all the
mo re remarkable, as  they were utterly unfamiliar with Japan, with few exceptio ns  had no  Japanese language skills , received no
extens ive training fo r their task, and were o ften relegated to  marginal po s itio ns  within the predo minantly male SCAP bureaucracy.
Many Japanese wo men enthus ias tically welco med American refo rmers  and their effo rts  to  demo cratize Japan, and tapped into
shared dis curs ive reperto ires  o f gender equality and demo cracy to  articulate their o wn vis io ns  o f po s twar wo manho o d. Fo r so me,
such as  Katō  Shizue, the o ccupatio n pro vided unprecedented o ppo rtunities  to  co llabo rate with American refo rmers  and to  pro mo te
herself as  the feminis t leader in po s twar Japan. Even tho se who  explicitly challenged American rule, such as  No saka Ryō  and
Miyamo to  Yuriko  who  were co mmunis t writer-activis ts  and champio ns  o f wo rking-class  wo men's  causes , also  benefited fro m the
o ccupatio n as  they s tepped into  a new space o pened up by American refo rmers  to  articulate their o wn vis io ns  o f gender and natio n
in po s twar Japan.

Over the pas t s ix decades , belief in the success ful trans fo rmatio n o f Japanese wo men's  lives  pro vided many o ccupiers  and
subsequent generatio ns  o f Americans  with "unques tio nable" evidence that U.S. interventio ns  in Japan were beneficent. The picture o f
Japanese wo men being liberated fro m feudal male do minatio n and gaining new rights  under U.S. tutelage is  also  etched in the minds
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o f many Japanese, and is  unders to o d as  a turning
po int in the his to ry o f Japan. The view o f the
o ccupatio n as  a remarkably genero us  effo rt by the
victo r to  demo cratize Japan and emancipate its  wo men
has  co ns tituted a gendered his to rical acco unt shaping
American and Japanese self-unders tandings .

Ret hinking t he Occupat io n: Wo men, Gender,
and Co ld War US Imperialism

Pedagogy of Democracy: Feminism and the Cold War in the
U.S. Occupation of Japan (Temple Univers ity Press ,
2008) intervenes  in the triumphant narrative o f the
o ccupatio n, wo men, and demo cracy to  pro vide a critical
feminis t perspective. Rather than assess ing the impact
o f co ns titutio nal revis io n, civil co de refo rm, and o ther
gender refo rm o n Japanese wo men, it traces  ho w the
o ccupatio n o pened up a new space where American and
Japanese wo men wo uld articulate certain fo rms  o f
feminism by drawing o n prewar no tio ns  o f gender, race,
natio n and empire and refitting them to  the Co ld War

co ntext o f anti-co mmunism and imperial expans io nism. Far fro m a mo ment o f wo men's

liberatio n, the o ccupatio n's  gender refo rm was  a case o f "imperial feminism"5 where the
agenda o f "wo men's  emancipatio n" became deeply intertwined with imperialis t dynamics
o f gender, race, class , and natio n, turning American and Japanese wo men into  co mplicit
participants  in the Co ld War.

Specifically, during the o ccupatio n, American wo men participated in U.S. imperialism by
dis seminating Co ld War dis co urses  o f femininity and do mes ticity and pro mo ting the
Americanizatio n o f po s twar Japan in the name o f wo men’s  emancipatio n. Such a pro ject
o f wo men’s  emancipatio n was  inspired by, and in turn pro mo ted and jus tif ied, U.S.
imperial expans io nism, sus taining the pattern o f feminism's  co llabo ratio n with
natio nalis t and imperialis t po litics  that had emerged s ince the late nineteenth century. At
the same time, American wo men also  subverted the do minant s tructure o f po wer, as  their
participatio n in gender refo rm in a fo reign co untry vis ibly co ntradicted the Co ld War
no tio n o f wo men safely co ntained within do mes tic bo undaries .

Equally co mplex dynamics  were o bserved amo ng Japanese wo men. Japanese middle-class
wo men enthus ias tically welco med the o ccupiers ’ refo rm pro ject and embraced American
dis co urses  o f demo cracy and gender equality, while also  re-circulating prewar and wartime
disco urses  o f wo men, family, and natio n in o rder to  reassert their o wn respectability as

“Japanese wo men.”6  Despite their co mplicity in do minant dynamics  o f po wer, Japanese
wo men also  develo ped a clo se perso nal bo nd with American wo men refo rmers , deviating
ho wever subtly fro m the Co ld War tenet o f hetero sexual no rmativity and caus ing anxiety
amo ng American male o ccupiers . At times , Japanese wo men’s  res is tance led to  o utco mes
at o dds  with the o ccupatio n autho rities . Wo men unio nis ts  o penly defied the Americans  by
participating in co mmunis t-led labo r pro tes ts  and prais ing gender po licies  in the So viet
Unio n and China. Ho wever, they also  hewed generally to  Co ld War ideals  o f do mes ticity

and hetero sexuality and s tigmatized po o r, eco no mically displaced wo men who  earned their means  as  pro s titutes . In U.S.-o ccupied
Japan, then, American and Japanese wo men were co ns tantly s tepping in and o ut o f the do minant apparatus  o f po wer, so metimes
reinfo rcing and at o ther times  undermining an emerging s tructure o f hegemo ny. Recas t fro m a critical feminis t perspective, the U.S.
o ccupatio n o f Japan beco mes  an extrao rdinarily dynamic and multifaceted s to ry abo ut wo men’s  nego tiatio ns  with po wer.
Simultaneo us  tenacity and ins tability o f hegemo ny, and unpredictable and iro nic o utco mes  o f po litical mo bilizatio n attempted in the
name o f wo men’s  liberatio n, co ns titute the majo r facets  o f this  his to rical drama.

In analyz ing the o ccupatio n as  a case o f Co ld War imperial feminism,
I create an interdis ciplinary dialo gue amo ng o ccupatio n s tudies ,
feminis t co lo nial and po s tco lo nial s tudies , and Co ld War cultural
s tudies , each o ne o f which highlights  the centrality o f gender fo r
critical unders tandings  o f nineteenth- and twentieth-century glo bal
po litics . As  dis cussed belo w, this  interdis ciplinary dialo gue no t o nly
results  in richer analys is  o f the o ccupatio n itself; it also  challenges
each dis cipline to  co ns ider so me o f its  preexis ting analytical and
empirical assumptio ns .

Occupat io n St udies

Since the end o f Wo rld War II, the task o f do cumenting and
evaluating the U.S. o ccupatio n o f Japan has  generated numero us  and
co ntentio us  debates  amo ng scho lars  and jo urnalis ts  in Japan and
the United States , resulting in a large bo dy o f wo rk co llectively
referred to  as  o ccupatio n s tudies , o r senryō kenkyū. Spearheaded by
such no table s cho lars  as  Jo hn Do wer, Caro l Gluck, and Takemae Eiji
amo ng o thers , the field has  pro duced diverse interpretatio ns  o f the

o ccupatio n,7 including recent critical s tudies  such as  Jo hn Do wer’s
Embracing the Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II and Yukiko

Ko shiro ’s  Trans-Pacific Racisms and the U.S. Occupation of Japan.8  Jo hn
Do wer s ituates  the o ccupatio n within the larger co ntext o f imperial culture, his to ry, and po litics  and pro vides  a genealo gical
perspective o n race and racism. Observing American racism to ward Japan during the war and the po s twar o ccupatio n, he argues  that
American unders tanding o f self as  civilized and superio r and Japan as  uncivilized and inferio r can be traced back no t o nly to  "racial
s tereo types  that Euro peans  and Americans  had applied to  no nwhites  fo r centuries : during the co nques t o f the New Wo rld, the s lave



trade, the Indian Wars  in the United States , the agitatio n agains t Chinese immigrants  in America, the co lo nizatio n o f As ia and Africa,
the U.S. co nques t o f the Philippines  at the turn o f the century," but mo re generally to  the lo ng-s tanding Wes tern co lo nial

vo cabularies  o f the superio r Wes t and the inferio r Orient/Other.9  Defining the o ccupatio n as  an ins tance o f "imperial demo cracy"
driven by the no tio n o f white supremacy, he argues  that "[f]o r all its  uniqueness  o f time, place, and circumstance – all its  peculiarly
'American' ico no clasm – the o ccupatio n was…but a new manifes tatio n o f the o ld racial paternalism that his to rically acco mpanied the

glo bal expans io n o f the Wes tern po wers ."10  Do wer illuminates  ho w within the co ntext o f American imperial demo cracy and racism
Japanese actively engaged in a diverse range o f po litical nego tiatio ns  with the o ccupiers  – fro m co llabo ratio n to  manipulatio n to
res is tance – at the grass ro o ts  and intergo vernmental levels .

Fo cus ing o n the parallel and mutually reinfo rcing develo pment o f American and Japanese racism and imperialism, Yukiko  Ko shiro
argues  that race co ns tituted a co mmo n dis curs ive gro und where the two  fo rmer enemies  came to  affirm each o ther's  s tanding in
internatio nal hierarchies , which led to  "success ful" and indeed "smo o th" Co ld War alliance making. Ado pting Wes tern imperial
dis co urses  o f racial and natio nal hierarchies  (i.e., the superio rity o f self and the inferio rity o f o thers ) to  engineer its  o wn co lo nial
expans io nism in As ia, Imperial Japan had co ns tructed itself as  an "ho no rary white," a natio n capable o f ass imilating into  superio r
Wes tern culture and civilizatio n while s tanding apart fro m and abo ve o ther inferio r As ians . Despite its  challenge to  Wes tern
imperialism during the war, Japan had affirmed and reinfo rced Wes tern imperial unders tanding o f white supremacy, and Wes tern
natio ns  in turn had accepted to  an extent Japan's  sense o f superio rity to  As ia and pro ximity to  the Wes t. This  mutual dependency o f
Wes tern and Japanese racism co ntinued into  the po s twar years . After a sho rt perio d o f time during which race was  used as  a punitive
to o l to  put Japan back in its  "pro per place," the United States  actively cultivated and even manipulated Japan's  admiratio n to ward the
Wes t and its  dis tance fro m the res t o f As ia to  trans fo rm the fo rmer enemy into  an effective Co ld War ally. As  Ko shiro  argues , race

and racism functio ned as  a so urce o f pro ductive po wer during the o ccupatio n.11

Despite its  eno rmo us  co ntributio ns , ho wever, o ccupatio n his to rio graphy has  primarily been a “masculine” field o f s tudies . Wo men
may enter into  dis cuss io ns  o f the o ccupatio n in descriptive terms  but are rarely treated as  a central s ite o f analys is  where the
o ccupatio n-time po litical and cultural dynamics  co uld be reexamined and reinterpreted fro m new perspectives . Equally o r mo re
pro blematically, exis ting s tudies  have hardly taken gender as  an impo rtant catego ry o f his to rical analys is  who se intersectio n with
o ther vecto rs  o f po wer such as  race, class , and natio n deeply info rmed po s twar U.S.-Japan nego tiatio ns .

Influenced by the increas ing saliency o f wo men's  s tudies  s ince the late 1970s , wo men scho lars  in the United States  and Japan have
begun to  fo cus  o n wo men's  experiences  during the o ccupatio n and thereby intervene in the predo minantly masculine field o f
o ccupatio n scho larship. Defining the o ccupatio n as  an ins tance o f "wo men's  liberatio n," ho wever, the do minant fo cus  in this  new
bo dy o f s cho larship has  been o n the po s itive effects  the o ccupiers  allegedly bro ught to  Japanese wo men. Susan Pharr's  influential
article, "The Po litics  o f Wo men's  Rights ," is  a prime example. She analyzes  the po licymaking pro cesses  in which American wo men
o ccupiers  fo rmed “an alliance fo r liberatio n” with middle- and upper-class  Japanese wo men leaders  and pursued wo men’s  rights
agains t patriarchal res is tance fro m bo th Japanese and American men. Acco rding to  Pharr, the o ccupatio n was  “the wo rld’s  mo s t
radical experiment with wo men’s  rights ” that resulted in success ful “feminis t refo rm”: "The marriage o f demo cracy and wo men's

rights  in the minds  o f mo s t Occupatio n perso nnel heightened the s ignificance o f their co ntributio n."12 Such unders tanding o f the
o ccupatio n rarely ques tio ns  the mo tives  and intentio ns  o f American wo men o ccupiers  and igno res  racism, sexism, class ism, and
imperialism that info rmed these wo men’s  practices  in o ccupied Japan.

To  a surpris ing degree, Japanese scho lars  share Pharr's  perspective. Citing Pharr, Uemura Chikako  and o ther Japanese wo men
scho lars  argue that the o ccupatio n's  gender refo rm pro vides  o verwhelming evidence o f the po s itive ro le that the United States , and
especially its  wo men o ccupiers , played fo r Japanese wo men. Even tho ugh U.S. gender interventio ns  might no t have been tho ro ugh o r
sufficient, the o ccupatio n was  a po s itive event fo r Japanese wo men. It is  impo rtant to  no te, ho wever, that the s tudies  by these
Japanese wo men scho lars  are s ignificantly mo re nuanced than Pharr's , generally mentio ning the limitatio ns  inherent in any effo rt to
ins till "fo reign" no tio ns  o f "demo cracy" and "gender equality." Uemura, fo r example, po ints  o ut that U.S. gender po licies  were based
o n a U.S. middle-class  ideo lo gy, and thus  were no t as  radical as  they might at firs t appear. Japanese wo men scho lars , aware o f the
reverse co urse, also  ackno wledge the less  than demo cratic nature o f o ccupatio n interventio ns . Yet these o bservatio ns  do  no t lead
them to  a mo re critical reevaluatio n o f U.S. gender refo rms  per se, no r o f the meanings  and implicatio ns  o f such refo rms  within the
co ntext o f the o ccupatio n o r o f Co ld War imperialism. They rarely ques tio n what they perceive as  the genuinely liberato ry mo tives
and intentio ns  o f American wo men o ccupiers  (o r, fo r that matter, tho se o f Japanese wo men), and igno re racism, sexism, class ism,

and imperialism that info rmed these wo men's  dis co urses  and practices .13 This  reflects  a larger pattern o f analys is  that has  emerged
fo llo wing a “wo men’s  s tudies  turn” in s tudies  o f empire in the U.S. and Euro pe. As  Jane Haggis  po ints  o ut, the feminis t pro ject o f
bringing wo men into  his to rical analys is  o f empire has  sus tained and pro mo ted, rather than challenged, Wes tern hegemo ny as  it has
uncritically accepted Wes tern wo men’s  claim fo r beneficent intentio ns  in “helping” o thers  and thereby reinterpreted imperialism as  a

feminized endeavo r o f educatio n and civilizatio n.14

Significantly, fo rmer wo men o ccupiers  have played a salient ro le in facilitating this  “wo men’s  s tudies  turn” in o ccupatio n s tudies .
Beginning with Susan Pharr’s  interview with Beate Siro ta Go rdo n in the 1970s , s cho lars  and media in Japan and the United States
have so ught participant acco unts  fro m wo men who  served in the o ccupatio n. As  a result, Go rdo n, an autho r o f the gender equality
articles  in the po s twar co ns titutio n, and Carmen Jo hnso n, an o fficer in charge o f grass ro o ts  demo cratizatio n, have achieved a
certain celebrity s tatus  as  feminis t mo ther-liberato rs  o f Japanese wo men. No t o nly have they beco me wo men scho lars ’ favo rite
interview subjects ; their memo irs  have been published firs t in Japanese and later in English; do cumentaries  depicting their effo rts
to  emancipate Japanese wo men have been pro duced in Japan; academic co nferences  and lectures  bo th in the United States  and
Japan have pro vided fo rums  fo r them to  tell their o ccupatio n s to ries . Acco rding to  their narratives , the o ccupatio n was  a mo ment o f
wo men’s  liberatio n where Japanese wo men gained freedo m, equality and demo cracy under the guidance o f American wo men.
Impo rtantly, the exhilarating s to ry o f American wo men emancipating Japanese wo men is  no t s imply a pro duct o f American bias . Fo r
ins tance, Go rdo n’s  1997 English-language memo ir, The Only Woman in the Room, which was  firs t published in Japanese, resulted fro m

her co llabo ratio n with Japanese filmmaker, Hirao ka Mariko .15 Indeed, the pro ject o f do cumenting Go rdo n’s  s to ry s tarted with
Hirao ka who  directed an all-female film crew to  create a do cumentary abo ut Go rdo n’s  invo lvement in the co ns titutio nal revis io n. The
success  o f the film led to  the publicatio n o f her auto bio graphy, in which Hirao ka again played an ins trumental ro le as  she
interviewed Go rdo n and o ther individuals  invo lved in the co ns titutio n revis io n, transcribed the interviews , and co nducted archival
research.

Clearly, many Japanese wo men – Hirao ka and numero us  o thers  who  embrace the s to ry o f their emancipatio n by fo reign wo men –
share o verlapping dis curs ive spaces  with their American co unterparts , drawing o n the same reservo ir o f ideas  and assumptio ns
abo ut the o ccupatio n and its  po s itive impacts  o n wo men. Ho w do  we explain Japanese and American wo men’s  co llabo ratio n in
maintaining this  unders tanding o f the o ccupatio n? Crucially, the narrative o f success ful gender refo rm (dis )lo cates  bo th wo men
o uts ide the purview o f critical analys is  o f natio n and empire. The narrative hinges  o n the lo ng-s tanding Orientalis t co ns tructio n o f
Japanese wo men as  helpless  victims  who , until the arrival o f American wo men in 1945, had been incapable o f auto no mo us  actio n.
The image o f Japanese wo men as  victims  witho ut agency co nceals , indeed makes  unimaginable, their willing participatio n in
Japanese co lo nialism. The same narrative also  relies  o n and reinfo rces  the no tio n o f pro gress ive, emancipated, and thus  “superio r”



American wo men who  selfless ly pursued the emancipatio n o f o ther, inferio r wo men. Driven by go o d intentio ns , they initiated a
remarkable, indeed revo lutio nary, feminis t refo rm pro ject. The co ngratulato ry narrative
o f the o ccupatio n co ns tructs  bo th American and Japanese wo men as  inno cent bys tanders
to , rather than co mplicit participants  in, the pro blematic po litics  o f race, natio n, and
empire. That such wo men-centered acco unts  o f the o ccupatio n were widely circulated in
the las t decades  o f the twentieth century, when the co ntro vers ies  invo lving Ko rean
Co mfo rt Wo men o n the o ne hand, and the 1995 rape incident in Okinawa o n the o ther,
began to  shed critical light o n Japanese and American co lo nial pas ts  as  embo died by
co lo nized/mino rity wo men, indicates  central and also  co ntentio us  dynamics  surro unding
wo men and gender acro ss  the divides  o f race, natio n, and empire in the As ia-Pacific
regio n.

While recas ting wo men in the o ccupatio n co ns titutes  a necessary task, even mo re urgent
is  reexamining the o ccupatio n as  a gendered and gendering po litical pro cess . As  Jo an
Sco tt argues  in Gender and the Politics of History, taking gender as  a catego ry o f analys is
go es  far beyo nd s imply unco vering info rmatio n abo ut wo men. Sco tt defines  gender as  a
so cially co ns tructed binary o ppo s itio n between the meanings  asso ciated with masculine
and tho se with feminine. Gender as  a meaning sys tem co ns titutes  "a primary way o f
s ignifying relatio nships  o f po wer" o r "a primary field within which o r by means  o f which
po wer is  articulated," and "s tructure(s ) perceptio n and the co ncrete and symbo lic
o rganizatio n o f all so cial life." Thus  inco rpo rating gender as  a catego ry o f analys is  leads
to  a dras tic shift in his to rical s tudies . As  she po ints  o ut, gender analys is

pro vides  a way to  deco de meaning and to  unders tand the co mplex co nnectio ns
amo ng vario us  fo rms  o f human interactio ns . When his to rians  lo o k fo r the ways
in which the co ncept o f gender legitimizes  and co ns tructs  so cial relatio nships ,
they develo p ins ight into  the recipro cal nature o f gender and so ciety and into  the
particular and co ntextually specific ways  in which po litics  co ns tructs  gender and

gender co ns tructs  po litics .16

While I take serio us ly Sco tt's  ins ight co ncerning gender as  a centrally impo rtant catego ry
in his to rical analys is , I see the need to  go  beyo nd a s tudy based o n a s ingle catego ry o f
analys is . The recent impo rtant shifts  in the feminis t paradigm – fro m excavating wo men's
s to ries , to  inco rpo rating gender as  a catego ry o f analys is , and finally to  examining the
intersectio nality o f multiple catego ries  o f race, gender, class , sexuality, and so  o n – have

placed s tudies  o f his to ry o n new terrain.

Amo ng numero us  s tudies  that examine multiple and intersecting vecto rs  o f po wer, Anne
McClinto ck's  s tudy, Imperial Leather: Race, Gender and Sexuality in the Colonial Context, is
particularly useful fo r the analys is  o f the U.S. o ccupatio n o f Japan, as  she delineates  the
intricate and o ften co nvo luted wo rkings  o f gender and po wer in imperial and co lo nial
settings . McClinto ck po ints  o ut that gender is  always  articulated in relatio n to  o ther
vecto rs  o f po wer, and ins is ts  o n the impo rtance o f an analytical paradigm that takes
into  acco unt mo re than o ne catego ry, cautio ning agains t "narratives  that o rient po wer
aro und a s ingle, o riginary s cene":

Race, gender and class  are no t dis tinct realms  o f experience, exis ting in splendid
iso latio n fro m each o ther; no r can they be s imply yo ked to gether retro spectively
like armatures  o f Lego . Rather, they co me into  exis tence in and thro ugh relatio n
to  each o ther – if in co ntradicto ry and co nflictual ways . In this  sense, gender,
race and class  can be called articulated catego ries .

As  she emphas izes , race, gender, class , and so  o n are no t "reducible to , o r identical,
with each o ther; ins tead, they exis t in intimate, recipro cal and co ntradicto ry relatio ns ."
What she refers  to  as  "a fantas tic co nflatio n o f the themes  o f gender, race and class " is

a dis tinctive feature o f bo th Wes tern co lo nialism and the U.S. o ccupatio n o f Japan.17

Applied to  the U.S. o ccupatio n o f Japan, the analytical appro ach sugges ted by McClinto ck
no t o nly cas ts  new light o n American and Japanese wo men's  dis co urses  and practices
during the o ccupatio n; it also  leads  to  the o bservatio n that the o ccupatio n was  an
extrao rdinarily dynamic po litical pro cess  s imultaneo us ly animated by gender, race, class ,

and sexual dynamics . A multivecto r analys is  o f the o ccupatio n and its  gender refo rm pro vides  a unique analytical framewo rk that
leads  to  different interpretatio ns  o f a given event that o ften o ppo se tho se exclus ively fo cused o n race, gender, o r class . The
s ignificance o f this  appro ach is  po inted o ut by Do rinne Ko ndo , who  succinctly argues  that analys is  that pays  attentio n to  a s ingle

catego ry o f po wer "fo reclo ses  the po ss ibility o f ruptures  and interventio ns  when o ther fo rces  are co ns idered."18  Indeed, the
hetero geneo us  – and o ften dis ruptive, co ntradicto ry, and uneven – nature o f the o ccupatio n and its  gender refo rm can o nly be
illuminated by attending to  the intersectio n o f multiple s trands  o f po wer that so metimes  wo rk with, but o ther times  agains t, each
o ther. A multivecto r analys is  o f po wer allo ws  us  to  examine, fo r example, ho w the o ccupiers ' gender refo rm as  an apparatus  o f
do minatio n was  made all the mo re po werful as  it was  energized by the co nvergence o f race, gender, and class  dynamics . Gender
refo rm relied o n and reinscribed the racialized imperial no tio ns  o f American superio rity and Japanese inferio rity o n the o ne hand,
and o n the o ther recruited Japanese middle-class  wo men as  a to o l o f class  co ntainment, that is , as  co nservative, antico mmunis t
allies  in the mids t o f increas ingly vo latile labo r mo bilizatio n. Yet, gender, race, and class  dynamics  did no t always  so  neatly line up.
Gender refo rm also  caused ins tability and inco herence in the o ccupatio n, as  Japanese middle- and wo rking-class  wo men fo rged a
cro ss -class  alliance in critiquing the "undemo cratic" treatment o f Japanese wo men in the o ccupiers ' appro ach to  venereal disease
co ntro l and reasserted their racial, sexual, and natio nal respectability. A feminis t analys is  info rmed by McClinto ck's  and Ko ndo 's
ins ights  thus  sheds  light o n the ubiquito us  nature o f hegemo ny, but equally o r mo re pro blematically, allo ws  us  to  reco gnize
hegemo ny's  inability to  ho ld itself to gether, o r its  co ns tant "leakage," in U.S.-o ccupied Japan.

Feminist  Co lo nial and Po st co lo nial St udies



The centrality o f wo men and gender in the po litics  o f empire has  been emphas ized by feminis t co lo nial and po s tco lo nial s cho lars  in
recent years . In Wes tern co lo nial pro cesses , the co lo nizers  o ften analo gized relatio ns  between co lo nizers  and co lo nized to  a male-
female sexual enco unter, in which Africa, the Americas , As ia, and the Pacific were imagined feminine, co lo red, and sexualized bo dies ,
while Euro pean and American co lo niz ing fo rces  were white and masculine, invading, explo ring, and co nquering “virgin lands .”
Furthermo re, in co lo nial imaginatio n, native wo men were frequently co ns tructed as  helpless  victims  under indigeno us  patriarchal
do minatio n, indicating the uncivilized and racially inferio r co nditio n o f co lo nized so cieties  in co ntras t to  the gender pro gress ive,

and as  such, civilized and racially superio r, co nditio n o f co lo nizers ’ so cieties .19  Such co ns tructio n o f native wo men did no t remain
rheto ric, but frequently led to  interventio ns  in the name o f “civiliz ing” native wo men and indigeno us  gender relatio ns .
No twiths tanding the co lo nizers ' seemingly benign intentio ns , such refo rm pro cess  turned indigeno us  wo men into  an impo rtant
“entry po int” fo r the Wes tern civiliz ing pro ject who se o bjective was  tantamo unt to  so cializ ing indigeno us  wo men with Wes tern
values  to  create o bedient and lo yal co lo nial subjects . Gendered and racialized acculturatio n pro jects  were further info rmed by class
dynamics , as  they o ften fo cused o n scho o ling indigeno us  elite wo men. Fo llo wing such reeducatio n, Wes tern values  wo uld “filter
do wnward” to  the res t o f the indigeno us  po pulatio n, des tructing the indigeno us  po wer s tructure.

American wo men, including feminis ts , actively participated in these gendered and racialized dynamics  o f empire building. Studies  by
scho lars  such as  Jane Hunter, Ian Tyrrell, Leila Rupp, and Tracey Jean Bo is seau have persuas ively sho wn that American wo men’s
articulatio ns  o f “wo men’s  emancipatio n” – their o wn as  well as  o ther wo men’s  – were inseparable fro m the pro cess  o f natio n and

empire building.20  With ideo lo gies  and practices  underpinned by a “feminis t” critique o f male do minatio n at ho me and an
endo rsement o f an “internatio nal s is terho o d” amo ng Wes tern and no n-Wes tern wo men, American wo men miss io naries , mo ral
refo rmers , and suffragis ts  were o ften critical o f U.S. imperial expans io nism. Nevertheless , they o ften uncritically accepted and
dis seminated the no tio ns  o f racially inferio r, uncivilized, and o ppressed no n-Wes tern wo men and civilized and emancipated Wes tern
wo men who  were to  save wo men o f co lo r. Driven by a feminis t intentio n o f emancipating o ther wo men, Wes tern wo men’s  feminis t
refo rm wo rk pro vided a critical means  fo r U.S. imperial expans io n abro ad, lending fo rce and jus tif icatio n to  its  pursuit o f hegemo ny.

In Scattered Hegemonies: Postmodernity and Transnational Feminist Practices, Inderpal Grewal
and Caren Kaplan explo re the intimate – and pro blematic – relatio n between feminism
and imperialism:

Our critique o f certain fo rms  o f feminism emerge fro m their willing participatio n
in mo dernity with all its  co lo nial dis co urses  and hegemo nic Firs t Wo rld
fo rmatio ns  that wittingly o r unwittingly lead to  the o ppress io n and explo itatio n
o f many wo men. In suppo rting the agenda o f mo dernity, therefo re, feminis ts

mis reco gnize and fail to  res is t Wes tern hegemo nies .21

Their o bservatio ns  abo ut feminism’s  “imbricatio n” with mo dernity and its  related
ins titutio ns , such as  co lo nialism, racism, and natio nalism, pro vide a crucial ins ight fo r
analys is  o f Wes tern feminis t fo rmatio n and its  relatio n to  o ther wo men. The ques tio n we
need to  ask is  no  lo nger whether Wes tern feminis ts  were imperialis ts  o r anti-
imperialis ts . Rather we need to  inves tigate when and ho w feminis t dis co urses  and
practices  info rm and are in turn info rmed by po litics  o f natio n and empire.

In Home and Harem: Nation, Gender, Empire, and the Cultures of Travel, which examines
British and Indian feminis t fo rmatio ns , Inderpal Grewal o ffers  analytical ins ights  that are
applicable to  ins tances  beyo nd British imperialism and that put no t o nly Wes tern but
also  no n-Wes tern feminis t fo rmatio ns  under critical s crutiny:

[M]any fo rms  o f feminisms  exis ted thro ugh participating in certain do minant
dis co urses  so  that the is sue, then, is  no t a search fo r a transparent o r

transcendent feminism but a need to  examine the co nditio ns  o f po ss ibility o f these feminisms…Rather than debate
feminism’s  co llus io ns  o r res is tance, I argue that natio nalism, imperialism, and co lo nial dis co urse shaped the
co ntexts  in which feminis t subjects  became po ss ible in bo th England and India.”

Reco gniz ing imperialism as  an enabling co nditio n – a co nditio n that “pro vided po ss ibilities  and pro blematic” fo r feminism – is

crucial.22 Mo reo ver, by sho wing co lo nized (in this  ins tance, Indian) wo men’s  feminis t fo rmatio n as  equally, altho ugh differently,
embedded in mo dernity, natio nalism, and imperialism, Grewal challenges  binary, o ppo s itio nal no tio ns  o f do minant and o ppressed,
o r co lo nized and co lo nized.

The US o ccupatio n o f Japan and its  gender refo rm shed light o n the impo rtant co nnectio ns  amo ng wo men, gender, feminism, and
empire: the American masculine gaze to ward Japanese wo men, indeed to ward the Japanese natio n as  a who le; co ns tructio ns  o f
Japan as  feudal, patriarchal, and thus  racially inferio r, in co ntras t to  the mo dern, gender pro gress ive, and thus  racially superio r
United States ; the centrality o f Japanese wo men’s  refo rm as  an American civiliz ing and mo derniz ing pro ject; mo bilizatio n o f
Japanese elite wo men as  a po int o f “infiltratio n” in the pro ject o f po s twar Americanizatio n o f Japan; and finally, American wo men’s
feminis t dis co urses  and practices  co ncerning Japanese wo men’s  “emancipatio n” which were inseparable fro m gendered co lo nial
unders tandings  o f emancipated American wo men and victimized Japanese wo men who  were in need o f guidance and rescue. In
American gender refo rm in po s twar Japan, feminis t emancipato ry rheto ric and practices  were never o uts ide, but rather at the center,
o f po s twar American imperial expans io nism.

Despite these s imilarities  between the U.S. o ccupatio n o f Japan and o ther ins tances  o f imperial endeavo rs , it is  also  impo rtant to
analyze the dis tinct feature o f po s twar U.S. imperialism in Japan. Impo rtantly, U.S. imperialism in the case o f the o ccupatio n was
s ignificantly shaped by the nature o f Japan itself. What Tani Barlo w calls  Japan’s  “do uble relatio n” to  co lo nialism – Japan’s  o wn
develo pment as  a co lo nial po wer in As ia s ince the late nineteenth century within the co ntext o f Wes tern imperial and co lo nial
do minatio n – co mplexly shaped the po s twar U.S. o ccupatio n o f Japan. While co ntending with Wes tern co lo nial do minatio n, Japan
pursued its  o wn imperial pro ject by co lo niz ing neighbo ring natio ns  in the name o f creating the Greater Eas t As ia Co -Pro sperity

Sphere.23 Japanese mo dern feminism emerged o ut o f this  co ntext, sharing intimate and pro blematic ties  with Japan’s  natio nalis t and
co lo nial dynamics . Despite its  unco nditio nal surrender and eno rmo us  reductio n in territo ry at the end o f Wo rld War II, many aspects
o f Japanese co lo nialism, including its  gendered natio nalis t po litics , survived after the summer o f 1945. As  Jo hn Do wer do cuments  in
Embracing Defeat, the exis ting Japanese ruling secto r tenacio us ly nego tiated with and even co vertly res is ted the U.S. autho rities .
Since the U.S. needed to  remake Japan into  its  ally in the emerging Co ld War co ntext, MacArthur o ften co mpro mised and even
co llabo rated with the exis ting elites , which led no t o nly to  a retentio n o f the Imperial Ho useho ld but also  to  the emergence o f a



co nservative, pro -American regime in po s twar Japan. This  led to , amo ng o thers , the Japanese rearticulatio n during the o ccupatio n o f
its  o wn hegemo nic natio nalis t and imperial dis co urses  co ncerning wo men, race, family, and natio n. Japanese middle- and upper-
class  wo men leaders  who  were empo wered under the guidance o f American wo men o ccupiers  participated in these po litical dynamics
and reasserted their racial and natio nal respectability, which in turn co ntributed to  marginalizatio n o f tho se his to rically
dispo ssessed in Japan’s  co lo nial mo dernity, i.e., po o r, wo rking-class  wo men as  well as  co lo nized and mino ritized wo men.

Co ld War Cult ural St udies

Finally, in examining the U.S. o ccupatio n o f Japan as  a case o f imperialism, it is  impo rtant to  attend to  its  specific co ntext, i.e., the
Co ld War. As  well do cumented by scho lars  o n Co ld War culture such as  Elaine Tyler May, Alan Nadel, Laura McEnaney, Guy Oaks ,
Chris tina Klein, and Ruth Oldenz iel and Karin Zachmann, amo ng o thers , Co ld War culture spawned several dis tinct po litical

dis co urses  and practices  which were deeply info rmed by gender.24

Elaine Tyler May’s  s tudy traces  ho w the Co ld War pro duced “co ntainment culture” which was  “mo re than the internal reverberatio ns  o f
fo reign po licy, and went beyo nd the explicit manifes tatio ns  o f antico mmunis t hys teria such as  McCarthyism and the ‘Red Scare’” to

invo lve wo men and do mes ticity as  the central s ites  o f its  articulatio ns .25 To  unders tand the s ignificance o f gender in co ntainment
culture, it is  by no w almo s t cus to mary to  cite the 1959  “kitchen debate” between Richard Nixo n, then the vice pres ident o f the United
States , and Nikita Khrushchev, the premier o f the So viet Unio n. At the s ite o f the American Natio nal Exhibitio n in Mo sco w, Nixo n
emphatically argued that the American suburban ho me, equipped with mo dern ho useho ld appliances , such as  a “built-in panel-
co ntro lled washing machine,” allo wed wo men to  perfo rm ho useho ld labo r mo re efficiently and thus  to  enjo y “freedo m” and a go o d
life. American wo men o wed this  to  capitalism, free market enterprise, and the abundance o f co nsumer go o d. All o f this , Nixo n
ins is ted, demo ns trated the clear superio rity o f American capitalism to  co mmunism. Khrushchev flatly disagreed. He po inted to
So viet wo men wo rkers  as  evidence o f the superio rity o f co mmunism. Under the co mmunis t sys tem, he argued, wo men were free o f
“capitalis t” assumptio ns  abo ut gender ro les  and participated in pro ductive activities . The debate gave new meaning and s tatus  to

do mes ticity, endo wing it with po litical s ignificance specific to  the Co ld War era.26  The impo rtance o f American do mes ticity – o f

American kitchens , fashio ns , supermarkets , hairs tyles , and co smetics  – in Co ld War po litics  was  no t limited to  this  ins tance.27 As
Ro bert Haddo w do cuments , “exhibiting American culture abro ad” co ns tituted a salient U.S. Co ld War s trategy, and things  asso ciated
with American do mes ticity, such as  kitchen gadgets , played critical ro les  in selling the des irability o f American demo cracy and

co ntaining the pro liferatio n o f co mmunism in the “free wo rld.”28  As  Igarashi Yo shikuni do cuments , o ccupied Japan was  o ne o f the
s ites  where such gendered co ntainment s trategy flo urished: the o ccupiers ’ gender refo rm utilized radio  pro grams, films , exhibits  at
department s to res , and so  o n to  intro duce American do mes ticity as  the marker o f superio rity and des irability o f the American way o f

life and to  mo bilize Japanese wo men as  allies  in the Co ld War.29

That do mes ticity came to  po ssess  new po litical s ignificance in the Co ld War is  o bserved in o ther ins tances  as  well. As  evidenced in
the civil defense pro grams  in the U.S., preparing fo r and defending the natio n agains t So viet nuclear attacks  became a gendered
pro ject. The Federal Civil Defense Adminis tratio n initiated the natio n-wide campaign o f “Grandma’s  Pantry” which defined the ho me
bo mb shelter and its  o rderly maintenance by wo men as  a chief means  to  securing families ’ and natio n’s  survival in the event o f
nuclear ho lo caus t. “Nuclear readiness ” was  equated with readiness  at ho me, with wo men at the center o f this  do mes tic co ntainment
pro ject. By “infus (ing) the traditio nal ro le o f wo men with new meaning and impo rtance,” Co ld War culture helped “fo rtify the ho me as
a place o f security amid the co ld war,” generating the po s twar cult o f do mes ticity where the white middle-class  hetero sexual
marriage and family became a so urce o f perso nal and natio nal security, a symbo l o f (American) demo cracy and freedo m, and a

bulwark agains t the danger o f co mmunis t infiltratio n.30

The civil defense pro grams  also  urged Americans  to  mas ter skills  and pro cedures  thro ugh repeated practices  in preparatio n fo r
nuclear war. As  exemplif ied in the drill exercise o f “duck and co ver,” the civil defense pro grams  “identify the pro cedures  essential to
survival and teach the American peo ple ho w to  perfo rm them,” with the unders tanding that “a set o f rules , if co rrectly fo llo wed,

wo uld pro duce the des ired results .”31 The acquis itio n o f techniques  and pro cedures  had mo ral and ethical implicatio ns : civil defense

was  a means  to  build a natio nal ethic, so lidify mo rale, and ensure the survival o f the American way o f life.32

Po s twar Japan became a highly charged theater fo r emerging Co ld War culture, where co ntainment dis co urses  and practices ,
including mas tery o f skills  and techniques  thro ugh repeated exercises , became dis seminated as  the central co mpo nent o f gender
refo rm. No t o nly was  the American middle-class  hetero sexual family presented as  the mo del o f “gender equality” which Japanese
wo men were to  emulate. In reeducating and demo cratiz ing Japanese wo men, American wo men o ccupiers  utilized numero us  skits  and
ro le playing, and at training sess io ns , Japanese wo men were required, quite literally, to  play a part, practicing their ro les  until their
perfo rmance became flawless , pro o f that Japanese wo men were “rehabilitated” and “reo riented.” Thro ugh repetitio n, American
wo men o ccupiers , and many Japanese wo men, came to  believe in the veracity o f American demo cratizatio n o f Japan and the
des irability o f the American way o f life. In o rder to  “demo cratize” Japanese wo men, Carmen Jo hnso n devised skits  and drill exercises
based o n the materials  fo und in “Techniques  o f Demo cracy: A Guide to  Pro cedure fo r Japanese Organizatio n,” the pamphlet that
specified the bas ic pro cedures  fo r running an o rganizatio n such as  vo ting and making mo tio ns . In o ther ins tance, Japanese wo men
were required to  engage in ro le playing that depicted American-s tyle hetero sexual marital relatio ns  as  a way o f learning the
meanings  o f “demo cracy” and “gender equality.” Thus , o ccupied Japan became a highly charged theater fo r emerging Co ld War
culture. It was  no t s imply that Co ld War culture was  being expo rted to  and impo sed o n Japan. It wo uld be mo re appro priate to  argue
that despite its  geo graphical dis tance fro m the U.S. co ntinent, Japan became a salient s ite fo r the articulatio n o f Co ld War culture,
with a remarkable degree o f willingness  o n the part o f many Japanese wo men to  participate in its  perfo rmance. The o ccupiers ’
gender refo rm co ns tituted o ne exemplary lo cus  o f gendered co ntainment culture.

Despite its  ubiquito us  nature, Co ld War co ntainment culture was  also  fraught with ambivalence and anxieties . Exto lling the virtue o f
traditio nal wives  and mo thers  as  the so urce o f natio nal security, co ntainment culture s tigmatized (and feared) tho se who  fell
o uts ide o f traditio nal hetero sexual do mes ticity – no t o nly “failed” wives  and mo thers  but also  leftis t wo men, pro s titutes , and
ho mo sexuals , amo ng o thers  – as  the so urce o f threats  and even subvers io n. Wo men’s  sexuality was  at the heart o f the pro blem, as
seen in the pro liferatio n o f sexual symbo lism in the Co ld War U.S. The no tio n o f a sexy wo man as  a “bo mb shell,” “kno cko ut,” o r
“dynamite” emerged, and a new des ign o f wo men’s  swimwear, the “bikini,” appeared fo ur days  after the dro pping o f the hydro gen
bo mb o n the Bikini Is lands . In o ne o f the civil defense bro chures , the image o f wo men s triking a seductive po se in bathing suits
perso nified ato mic radiatio n, articulating “the symbo lic co nnectio ns  between the fears  o f ato mic po wer, sex, and wo men o ut o f

co ntro l.”33 A Harvard phys ician predicted that an ato mic explo s io n wo uld result in the breakdo wn o f familial-sexual o rder, leading to

rampant pro miscuity and a “1,000  percent increase in venereal disease.”34 Mo ral-sexual anxieties  were inseparable fro m anxieties
abo ut co mmunism, and thus  “[f]ro m the Senate to  the FBI, fro m the antico mmunis ts  in Ho llywo o d to  Mickey Spillane, mo ral

weakness  was  asso ciated with sexual degeneracy, which allegedly led to  co mmunism.”35

In o ccupied Japan, Co ld War sexual po litics  pro duced a number o f ambivalent and o ften iro nic dynamics . By relegating the task o f
gender refo rm to  wo men, the o ccupatio n autho rities  inadvertently created a “wo men-o nly” sphere co ns is ting o f American wo men



refo rmers  and Japanese middle- and upper-class  wo men leaders . While these wo men
were ardent pro mo ters  o f co ntainment po litics , they also  develo ped clo se wo rking
relatio nships , and o n so me o ccas io ns  even extremely s tro ng and pass io nate bo nds , with
each o ther, which led MacArthur and o ther male o ccupiers  to  cautio n agains t the
fo rmatio n o f a “wo men’s  blo c.” While this  is  o ften interpreted as  a s ign o f American male
o ccupiers ’ reluctance in pro mo ting genuine gender equality, reexamined within the
co ntext o f Co ld War co ntainment culture, their reluctance co uld be read differently,
po ss ibly as  an express io n o f ambivalence to ward female-to -female ho mo so cial

bo nding.36  Sexuality became a so urce o f dis turbance in ano ther way as  well.
Fraternizatio n between American so ldiers  and Japanese wo men, and the resulting
widespread venereal disease infectio n, caused a who le new set o f sexual co ntro vers ies .
Far fro m being co mpliant subjects  o f the o ccupatio n, Japanese wo men pro ved to  be a
so urce o f “co ntaminatio n,” indeed “menace.” Unruly and unco ntainable, Japanese
wo men’s  sexuality was  endangering the very success  o f the o ccupatio n. Equally o r mo re
pro blematic, venereal disease was  co ns idered a s ign o f American so ldiers ’ mo ral,
spiritual, and phys ical degeneratio n, who se lack o f self dis cipline was  jeo pardiz ing the

U.S. miss io n o f defending demo cracy in po s twar Japan.37

The dynamics  described abo ve challenge and co mplicate earlier analyses  o f the
o ccupatio n. Recent wo rk by scho lars  such as  Nao ko  Shibusawa, Caro line Chung
Simpso n, Michael Mo lasky, and Yuki Tanaka, amo ng o thers , apply gender as  a catego ry
o f analys is  fo r examining po s twar U.S.-Japanese enco unters , i.e., the U.S. as  a do minant,
masculine figure with a miss io n to  rescue and subo rdinate a feminized Japan. As  they
argue, fraternizatio n between American so ldiers  and Japanese wo men co ns titutes  a
co ncrete manifes tatio n o f hierarchical, gendered, and sexualized dynamics  between the

victo r/o ccupier and the defeated/o ccupied.38  Ho wever, ins ights  drawn fro m Co ld War
cultural s tudies  po int to  a need fo r far mo re co mplex analys is  o f gender and sexuality in
U.S.-Japan relatio ns . The cris is  o f American masculinity represented by venereal disease
and unruly and unco ntainable sexuality o f Japanese wo men indicate the precario usness
o f the no tio n o f America as  masculine and po werful and Japan as  feminine and do cile.
The emergence o f female-to -female bo nds  in the co urse o f gender refo rm further
challenges  and co mplicates  the argument that the o ccupatio n be read exclus ively as  a
hetero sexual narrative o f white men do minating subjugated and do cile wo men o f co lo r.
Stepping into  a po s twar imperial pro ject primarily defined in hetero sexual and
masculinis t terms , American and Japanese wo men shifted, rather than s imply replicated,
these terms . A refo rm netwo rk co ns is ting o f American and Japanese wo men intro duced a
narrative o f female-to -female ho mo so ciality into  a Co ld War pro ject predicated o n the
erasure o f any s ign o f sexual transgress io n. The current, almo s t exclus ive emphas is  o n
masculinizatio n o f America and feminizatio n o f Japan in gender analys is  o f U.S.-Japan
relatio ns  falsely co ns tructs  Japan and its  wo men as  subjugated and witho ut agency, and
thus  inadvertently repro duces  the do minant o rders  o f gender, sexuality, and natio n
witho ut due attentio n to  numero us  examples  o f res is tance, subvers io n, and

co ntradictio ns  that o ccurred during the o ccupatio n.39

Co nclusio n

Reinterpreting the meanings  and co nsequences  o f the o ccupatio n fro m a critical feminis t
perspective generates  a multidis ciplinary dialo gue amo ng o ccupatio n s tudies , Co ld War
cultural s tudies , and po s tco lo nial feminis t s tudies  where assumptio ns  o f each dis cipline
are challenged and even altered. Occupatio n s tudies  have lo ng neglected the centrality o f
gender (as  dis tinguished fro m “wo men”), and as  a result, failed to  unders tand the
o ccupatio n as  a deeply gendered pro ject where American and Japanese wo men played
centrally impo rtant ro les  in po s twar U.S.–Japan nego tiatio ns . Ins ights  fro m Co ld War
cultural s tudies  and po s tco lo nial feminis t s tudies  wo uld lead o ccupatio n scho lars  to
reexamine Japanese wo men as  active and co mplicit participants  in co ntainment po litics
and to  reinterpret the o ccupatio n’s  gender refo rm as  a co mplex ins tance o f Co ld War
mo bilizatio n o f wo men where Japanese and American racism, natio nalism, and
imperialism co nverged to  enable a deeply pro blematic fo rm o f feminism.

Co ld War cultural s tudies  has  co nventio nally fo cused o n do mes tic dynamics  but no t fully
inves tigated the ways  in which co ntainment culture was  also  articulated abro ad, with
s ignificant invo lvement o f no n-American and no nwhite o thers . The o ccupatio n’s  gender
refo rm sugges ts  that the internatio nal feminis t mo vement co ns tituted a s ignificant s ite
o f Co ld War cultural fo rmatio n where American and Japanese wo men played active ro les
in s imultaneo us ly bo ls tering and subverting the emerging o rders  o f gender, race,
sexuality, and natio n. To  gain a fuller unders tanding o f the Co ld War, it is  necessary fo r
scho lars  to  cas t their gaze beyo nd the natio nal do mes tic co ntext and examine
transnatio nal space, especially internatio nal feminis t dis co urses  and practices , as  yet
ano ther s ite o f his to rical and analytical s ignificance, with critical attentio n to  a multitude
o f tens io ns , dis so nance, and inco herence in co ntainment culture.

Po s tco lo nial feminis t s tudies  has  been generating increas ingly critical and so phis ticated
unders tandings  o f Wes tern feminism. Unders tanding Wes tern feminism as  deeply
implicated in racism, natio nalism, and imperialism leads  to  examinatio n o f “the
co nditio ns  o f po ss ibility” that co ntributed to  feminis t fo rmatio ns . In the case o f the U.S.
o ccupatio n o f Japan, American and Japanese wo men’s  articulatio ns  o f po s twar feminism
were enabled by and in turn enabled Co ld War racism, natio nalism, and imperialism,
facilitating American (re)assertio n fo r racial and natio nal superio rity and co ntributing to
its  pursuit o f po s twar glo bal hegemo ny. Clearly the o ccupatio n’s  gender refo rm was  at
o ne level an ins tance o f Wes tern imperial feminism where the po litics  o f “wo men’s
emancipatio n” reinscribed and reinfo rced the co nventio nal hierarchy between a Wes t and
no n-Wes tern o ther. At the same time, the co mplex nature o f the U.S.–Japan enco unter
requires  a far mo re nuanced and multifaceted analys is . Far fro m po werless  victims  under
U.S. do minatio n, Japanese wo men engaged in a series  o f res is tance, co mplicity, and



subvers io n, no t o nly challenging hegemo nic o rders  impo sed by the o ccupiers , but also
appro priating them to  reassert Japan’s  racial and natio nal superio rity and to  articulate
their o wn vers io n o f po s twar imperial feminism that was  no  less  pro blematic than that o f
the Americans . The s to ries  o f American gender refo rm in Japan challenge the binary,
o ppo s itio nal no tio ns  o f Wes t and no n-Wes t, do minant and o ppressed, o r co lo nizers  and
co lo nized, and urge feminis t s cho lars  to  critically reexamine the meanings  and
co nsequences  o f no n-Wes tern wo men’s  agency within the po litics  o f race, natio n, and
empire.

Finally, critical examinatio n o f the U.S. o ccupatio n o f Japan and its  gender refo rm sheds
light o n American and Japanese po s twar natio nal memo ries  and reveals  a number o f
erasures , o r incidents  o f his to rical amnes ia, that have been enabled by the myth o f
American emancipatio n o f Japanese wo men. The narrative o f the o ccupatio n as
success ful emancipatio n and demo cratizatio n o f o ppressed and subjugated peo ple,
especially wo men, has  enabled America’s  self-unders tanding as  the legitimate glo bal
leader in the po s t–Wo rld War II wo rld, and has  o bscured the his to rical reality that the
o ccupatio n was  part o f American pursuit o f Co ld War hegemo ny that entailed do mes tic
and internatio nal vio lence and o ppress io ns . The o ccupatio n narrative has  played an
equally o r even mo re pro blematic ro le in Japan’s  po s twar self-unders tanding. No t o nly
has  the myth o f Japan’s  rebirth as  a demo cratic and peaceful natio n under MacArthur
co ncealed the natio n’s  co lo nial pas t filled with vio lence and atro cities ; the narrative
crucially depends  o n and sus tains  the unders tanding o f Japanese wo men as  helpless
victims: Until the arrival o f American wo men in 1945, Japanese wo men had been
incapable o f any actio n. This  no tio n o f Japanese wo men as  victims  witho ut agency has
erased fro m the natio n’s  his to rical co nscio usness  the pro blematic ro les  wo men played
in prewar Japanese racism and imperialism in As ia. The two  natio ns ’ co ntinuing
inves tment in the narratives  o f wo men’s  emancipatio n during the o ccupatio n thus  needs
to  be interro gated and replaced by mo re critical unders tandings  o f wo men, natio n, and
empire in twentieth-century U.S.–Japan relatio ns .
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