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The Iraq war has  pro duced mo re iro nies  than successes . The greates t o f them is  that an attack des igned to  demo ns trate the preeminent
po wer o f the United States  has  ended up making clear that we no w live in an era o f supranatio nalism.
 
The United States  s tands  po ised between wanting to  write its  o wn ticket and wishing to  speed effo rts  to  so lve the wo rld's  pro blems .
Co nspicuo us ly firs t amo ng equals , it is  go ing to  have to  get used to  the idea that natio nal so vereignty belo ngs  to  the pas t.
 
Befo re the invas io n o f Iraq, it was  po ss ible to  imagine American po wer as  unbo unded. To day the United States  evo kes  images  o f
Gulliver tied do wn by hundreds  o f Lilliputian co ncerns . Whether subduing Iraq and Afghanis tan, co mbating sex trafficking, res tricting
nuclear weapo nry o r es tablishing o rder in the Middle Eas t, it's  o bvio us  that the United States  can't go  it alo ne. Despite such an o bvio us
reality, the Bush adminis tratio n, intent o n demo ns trating hegemo nic po wer, is  unlikely to  grapple with supranatio nalism in its  remaining
two  years  in o ffice.

Gulliver ensnared
 
Examples  o f supranatio nalism abo und. Nigeria accedes  to  a ruling o f the Wo rld Co urt and agrees  to  vacate o il-rich Bakass i. Turkey
wants  to  enter the Euro pean Unio n and accepts  intense surveillance and hecto ring ques tio ns  abo ut its  internal practices . Great Britain,
Russ ia, China, Germany, America and France co o perate to  persuade Iran to  limit its  nuclear develo pment thro ugh the United Natio ns , the
grandes t o f all supranatio nal bo dies . A co ntes ted child cus to dy case in Chile will be decided by the Inter-American Co mmiss io n o n
Human Rights .
 
Fo rmal internatio nal asso ciatio ns  -- NATO, the Euro pean Unio n, the Wo rld Co urt, the United Natio ns , the Wo rld Trade Organizatio n, and
security blo cs  fo r every co ntinent -- no w reach ins ide the bo rders  o f so vereign natio ns  to  mo nito r actio ns , influence decis io ns  and
allo cate admiss io ns  and permiss io ns . Whether it's  a ques tio n o f nego tiating internatio nal trade agreements  o r rais ing the bar o n
human rights , supranatio nal bo dies  lo o m large in the do mes tic affairs  o f the wo rld's  co untries .
 
The camel's  no se in the tent o f natio nal so vereignty appeared in 1975 when 35 natio ns  gathered in Hels inki and s igned a set o f acco rds
that pro mised respect fo r the human rights  and fundamental freedo ms  fo r all witho ut dis tinctio n as  to  race, sex, language o r religio n.
 
Spanish Judge Baltazar Garzo n made the implicatio ns  o f these acco rds  clear in 1999  when he is sued an arres t warrant fo r Chile's
fo rmer dictato r Augus to  Pino chet, who  was  vis iting Lo ndo n fo r medical attentio n. No w a fo reign o fficial co uld take actio n agains t a
leader o f ano ther co untry who  abused human rights . If ever evidence o f the reality o f supranatio nalism was  wanted, this  was  it.
 
When co ntemplating an era o f supranatio nalism, it is  well to  remember that the natio nalism it is  replacing is  s carcely mo re than two
hundred years  o ld. Natio ns  ro se o n the fo o tprints  o f kingdo ms  who se mo narchs  had suppressed lo cal privileges . Mo dern eco no mic and
co mmunicatio n sys tems  did the heavy lifting o f unificatio n.
 
Shared languages  and sentiments  helped generate pride in the new, centralized, autho ritative s tates . By the end o f the 19 th century, the
las t o f medieval Euro pe's  principalities  and city-s tates  had co alesced into  the natio ns  o f Germany and Italy.
 
Japan's  defeat o f the Russ ian navy in 1905 ro used po werful, natio nalis t sentiments  acro ss  As ia. Then the victo rio us  Allies  o f Wo rld War
I, with their cry o f self-determinatio n, created natio ns  o ut o f the o ld Hapsburg and Otto man empires . Even tho ugh the Co mmunis t
Revo lutio n in Russ ia in 1917 carried the banner fo r universal wo rkers ' rights , it ended up turning Czaris t Russ ia into  a po werful natio n o f
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united so viet republics .
 
The full f lo wering o f natio nalism came in its  twilight years  after Wo rld War II. Wars  o f natio nal liberatio n s tripped Euro pe o f its  co lo nies ,
adding do zens  o f new natio ns  in Africa and As ia. The Co mmunis t revo lutio n in China turned the larges t co untry in the wo rld into  a
reinvigo rated natio n.
 
The devas tatio ns  o f two  wo rld wars  demo ns trated the inherent weakness  o f a glo bal sys tem based o n auto no mo us  natio ns  and
militarized rivals . Yet in a wo rld where po wer s till trumps  autho rity and secrecy ho lds  an advantage, the rules  and transparency o f
internatio nal bo dies  remain at a disadvantage. They wo uld pro bably remain a mino r fo rce in wo rld affairs  were the need fo r co o peratio n
no t so  critical in co mbating hunger, glo bal warming, epidemics , illegal immigratio n and terro ris t attacks  -- everything that ails  the planet.
 
Mo re legalis tic than pragmatic, internatio nal bo dies  are eas ily s co ffed at. They carry the burden o f no velty and refo rm. Jus t as  the United
States  has  fo und it taxing to  live up to  the pro mises  expressed in its  Declaratio n o f Independence, so  have the members  o f the United
Natio ns  and s igners  o f the Hels inki Acco rds  s truggled to  subo rdinate po werful interes ts  to  their charter ideals .
 
Mired in co nflicts , the wo rld do es  no t appear ho spitable to  supranatio nal ins titutio ns . But it’s  no t the mo ment that co unts ; it's  the
mo mentum. And that lies  with co o perative, internatio nal initiatives . Co ns idering the alternatives , even the wo rld's  mo s t ardent go -it-
alo ners  will have to  yield.
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