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Mesdames, Messieurs

Le 18 décembre prochain se tiendra a Paris, a I’'Ifri, un colloque intitulé "150 ans aprés I’établissement des
relations diplomatiques, vers un partenariat franco-japonais renouvelé".

Le principal partenaire de cet événement, la Fondation franco-japonaise Sasakawa, porte le nom d'un
criminel de guerre de rang A, Rydichi Sasakawa. Cette figure de 1'extréme-droite japonaise, et proche du
milieu maffieux, n'a jusqu'a sa mort jamais renié son passé et déclarait dans un entretien a Time Magazine en
1974 étre le "fasciste le plus riche du monde". La famille Sasakawa a continué a rendre hommage a sa
mémoire, comme en témoigne l'initiative récente "The Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowships Fund"'.
La méme famille a aussi créé la Fondation de Tokyo qui diffuse un livre publié en 2005 explicitement
négationniste sur le Viol de Nankin (The Nanking Massacre : Fact versus Fiction).

(Le document en piéce-jointe fournit un apercu du réseau Sasakawa, de ses liens toujours vivaces avec la
maffia et I’extréme-droite japonaises.)

Il existe au Japon, comme en France, de nombreuses fondations a la respectabilité incontestable : il est trés
regrettable que ce partenariat ait été choisi pour célébrer les 150 ans de relations diplomatiques entre ces deux
grandes démocraties que sont la France et le Japon. Il nous paraissait donc indispensable d'informer
I'ensemble des participants du colloque du probléme que pose, a notre avis, un tel choix.

En tant que citoyens francais, nous demandons instamment au Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres de notre
gouvernement de retirer son patronage de cette manifestation.
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Isabelle (Directrice de Recherche CNRS, Directrice d’Etudes EHESS), Tschudin Jean-Jacques (Professeur
émérite, Université Paris Diderot, Langues et Civilisations de I’Asie Orientale), Zhao Bing (Chargée de
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(English translation)
Sir/Madam,

On 18 December, will be held in Paris, at the French Institute for International Relations (Ifri), a seminar on “150 Years
After the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between France and Japan. Toward a New Partnership”.

The main sponsor of this event, the “Fondation Franco-Japonaise Sasakawa”, bears the name of a Class A War criminal,
Ryoichi Sasakawa: he was a historical figure of the Japanese far-right, close to the Japanese underworld. He never
expressed any regret for his criminal war past nor did he distance himself from his ultra-nationalistic views. In an
interview with Time Magazine in 1974, he described himself as “the world’s wealthiest fascist”. His descendants, the
Sasakawa family, still honor his memory, as illustrated by the recent launch of “The Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders
Fellowships Fund” co-managed by the “Nippon Foundation” and the “Tokyo Foundation” which are both created and
financed by the Sasakawa family. The same “Tokyo Foundation” has distributed a book called “The Nanking Massacre:
Fact versus Fiction” which is explicitly revisionist (the chapter 17 is entitled: “New Evidence Leads to the Conclusion that
There was no Massacre in Nanking”).

There are in Japan, as well as in France, many foundations and funds of undoubted respectability. It is very regrettable
that this particular institution, the “Fondation franco-japonaise Sasakawa”, has been chosen as the main sponsor for an
event that celebrates 150 years of diplomacy between two great democracies such as France and Japan are today. We
therefore feel that we should inform all participants to the seminar of the issue which, we believe, is at stake with the
choice that has been made.



As French citizens, we urgently request that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of our government withdraw its patronage
from the coming event.

Signatures (see above)

Further reading:

WAKABAYASHI Bob Tadashi, The Nanking Atrocity, 1937-38. Complicating the Picture, New York & Oxford, Bergahn
Books, 2007.

KAPLAN David and DUBRO Alec, Yakuza. The Explosive Account of Japan’s Criminal Underworld, Addison-Wesley,
1986.



